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Stories of Success and Out of School Children
An Analysis

Rationale and Objective

RTE Act 2009 makes primary education free and compulsory for all children between the age of 6-14years of
age. Inspite of having such an Act which makes education a right for every child, there still are almost Scrore
70lakh children (according to UNESCO data) who are out of school. In this scenario, it becomes important to
look at what are the factors that keep children out of school and what are the practices that help or facilitates in
mainstreaming children to school and Education.

The objectives of this report are:

1)  To map out the socio economic, cultural or any other factor which are keeping children out of school and
making RTE Act immaterial for them.

2)  To map good practices of mainstreaming out of school children to Education. The mapping of all those
efforts that have mainstreamed children back to school which could serve as model for others to follow and
also would bring out factors that help in bringing children to school.

3)  To bring out a report on the status of implementation of RTE Act after three years of its enactment.

The report intends to identify the factors leading to out of school children (either never enrolled or dropped out)
and factors responsible for bringing them back to school. The report will analyze the push and pull factors that
exist at different levels i.e. at community level, at school level and at governance level. This report intends to be
used as an instrument to advocate with the government regarding the implementation status of RTE and also will
be used by the civil society organizations or individuals who are working towards making education a reality for
all children , in its own capacity.

Process of data collection:

The study was conducted with a sample size of 145 children, where in there are 79 are success stories and 66 are
stories of out of school children. The data has been collected from 13 districts of five states. The report tries to
capture these stories into the above mentioned two broad categories. The states and the districts that have been
covered under the study are given in the table below (Table 1.1)

Table 1.1 : Name of states and districts under study

I
| e N e S e
Uttrakhand Champawat

- 0 W PR

4 Madhya Pradesh Khandva
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These samples of 145 stories were collected from thirteen districts from five states. The states were selected on

the basis of the educational standards. States which are educationally backward were chosen for the study to
be conducted. Another factor that was taken into account while doing the data collection was the presence of
partners (organizations and individuals that have been working together with National Coalition for Education
on Education) in the particular area. As a tool for collection of data, formats were designed (Annexure 1). Two
formats, one for the collection of stories of out of school children and another format for the collection of stories
of success stories were designed by National Coalition for Education (NCE) and were provided to the partners. A
piloting of the format preceded the finalizing of the format. The partners, with the help of the formats provided,
collected stories. Partners marked the children who are out of school and interviewed them for their stories.
Stories of success were also collected in similar manner. Most of the success stories are of those children who
have been readmitted to school by the efforts of organizations or activists working in the areas that have been
covered. The above given table shows the states and the districts that have been covered for the study.

Categorizing the Data

The stories have been categoried in two broad categories:

a)  Stories of Out Of School Children

b)  Success stories of children who have been brought back to the school.

These two categories have been further divided into four categories each. In the category of out of school children,
first category of stories are of boys who are out of school and had never been enrolled in the school, second is of
the boys who are out of school but had been enrolled to school and dropped out for certain reasons. Third category
is of the girls who are out of school and have never been enrolled in the school, and fourth of the girls who are out
of school and dropped out in middle.

The second category too have been similarly divided into another four categories, first being success stories of the
boys who had never been enrolled, second is the success stories of the boys who had dropped out of the school,
thirdly success stories of the girls who had never been enrolled into the school and fourthly, success stories of the

girls who had dropped out of the school.

Broad categories

Success stories of children who have been brought back to
school

Further divided into four categories

Success stories of children (boys) who had never been to
school

Success stories of children (boys) who had dropped out of
school

4
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These categories have been further analyzed by looking into the reasons behind the drop out of children and also

the reasons behind these drop outs. The report also tries to look at the reasons behind the drop out from a gender
perspective to bring out the reasons with less ambiguity. The report also tries to analyse the forces and the reasons
that facilitated in mainstreaming out of school children to education.

Economical Engagement of the family of Children

The stories collected also gives a picture of the family background that the children come from. The table below
(Table 1.2) shows the economical engagement of the family of the children who have been interviewed.

No. Of Families

It can be seen that most of the parents whose children are in government schools are daily wage workers. Out of
the total number of 145, 92 of the parents are daily wage workers, another 11 are engaged in traditional occupation
and 18 of total number of parents are engaged in agriculture.
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Stories of Out of School Children

Out of the total 145 stories that have been collected from five states, 66 stories are of those children who are out of
school. Out of these 66 children, 28 stories are of boys and 38 are of girls. These stories are further divided into
girls and boys who have dropped out and girls and boys who have never been enrolled in school.

Out of School Children (Girls): Drop Out

Table 2.1: Reasons for dropping out of girls
Reason for Drop Out (Percentage)
Financial Lack of Awareness Teachers behavior
14.29 28.57 57.14

Table 2.1 shows the girls who have dropped out of school. The table also shows the reason behind their drop out. It
can be seen that almost 58% of the girls who have dropped out are because of the teachers’ behavior towards them.
The responses show that teachers do not show interest in paying attention to girl child. They have been neglected in
the classrooms and have been discouraged by teachers many a times. There were few cases where girls have dropped
out due to the sexual harassment they had to face in the school by male teachers. Almost 29% of the girls dropped
pout due to the lack of awareness. This lack of awareness was at two fronts; first being the lack of awareness amongst
parents about the importance of girls’ education and secondly the lack of awareness about the free and compulsory
education that has to be provided by the government. Another reason that came from the study regarding the reasons
for drop out was financial problems of the family. 14.29% of the respondents who dropped out gave lack of financial
support as a reason for dropping out of the school.

Table 2.2: Engagement of Girls

Table 2.2 shows the engagement of girls after dropping out from school.

100.00 On being asked about what are the girls who dropped out from the
zggg school do after they left the school, it is not very surprising to know that
40.00 85.71% of the total girls who dropped out from school are involved in the
20.00 household work. Another 14.29% of the girls are working as child labour.
0.00 — The girls who are working as child labour are mostly working as domestic
H":VSO":I‘("M Child labour help in other households or are helping their family run economic activity

like sits in shops etc.

It can also be seen that many of the girls are not going to school because of the financial reasons or of the awareness
but at the same time it is to be noticed that of all the girls who have dropped out for such reasons, 71.4% of girls have
brothers going to school whereas 17% do not have brother. Only 11.6 % of the girls were such whose brothers too
weren’t going to school. This shows the differential treatment that girls education get when rest of the conditions are
similar for both girls and boys.

Out of School Girls who had never been enrolled

Table 3.1: Reasons for girls never enrolled (in percentage )

2o 3.23 Cleas T oes [eas2 3.23
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Table 3.1 shows the reason behind the girls who have never enrolled in schools. Of the total cases, percentage of

girls who dropped out of the school was 19% and 81% of the girls were ones who were never enrolled in school.
It is to be seen that the percentage of girls who have never been enrolled in much higher that the girls who have
dropped out.

It can be seen in the table that 64.52% of the total girls who never got enrolled was due to their involvement in
the household work. The respondents said that they could not get enrolled as there was no one in family to take
care of the household. In many cases, girls were not allowed to go to school and were involved in household work
whereas the brothers were sent to school. Financial reason was found to be another reason for girls not going
to school. It was seen that 12.90% of the total respondents never got enrolled due to lack of financial resources.
Other reasons that were found for girls not getting enrolled were the school unacceptance, distance from school
and the perception that girls who are educated do not get married easily.

Graph 3.1: Engagement of never enrolled girls (percentage)

The graph 3.1 shows what do the girls who have not been
80.00 enrolled engage in if not go to school. The graph shows that
more than 70% of the girls helps in their home and household
60.00 | . . o
| work. They are mostly taking care of their younger siblings
40.00 | _ ) mseriesl|  while parents go to work. Another 30% girls work as child
20004 - labour of which mostly work as domestic worker.
0.00"
Helps in home child labour

Out of School Children (Boys): Drop Out
Table 4.1: Reasons behind boys dropping out (in percentage)

Out of school Boys : Drop Out
Reason for Drop out

Financial problem  Migration Household work Lack of Awareness  Caste Discrimina-
(works as child tion

labour

52.38 4.76 4.76 28.57 9.52

Table 4.1 and graph 4.1 shows that the reasons for boys

| [mFmancial problem twerks.
a6 child labow

m Migtatien

to drop out are different from that of girls. It can be seen

that 52.38% of the boys dropout due to financial problem

in their families. They not only drop out of the school but

mHalps in Househald wark

they also get engaged as child labour. 28.57% of the total

respondents dropped out of school as they aren’t aware inck ot mammmen

maste Descnmination

about the importance of education and also parents aren’t

aware about their rights to free and compulsory education.

Almost 10% of the respondents said that they have to face
caste discrimination in the school either by teachers or by
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the school mates and this is one of the reasons for their dropping out. Migration was also reason given by few

of the respondents. Not many gave migration as the reason behind the dropping out also because the study was
conducted during the time when families had already migrated for work. Unlike girls’ reasons where most of the
girls dropped out as they had to look after their house and younger brothers and sisters, boys mostly dropped out
to be working as child labour.

Table 4.2: Engagement of boys who dropped out (in percentage)

What does the child do?
Child labour Household work Doesn’t do anything
61.90 9.52 28.57

After knowing the reason for dropping out of the schools, the respondents were asked about what they
are engaged in if not going to school. It was found that more than 60% of the children are engaged in
child labour and another huge percentage (28.57%) do not do anything. When these children were asked
if they help their parents/ family in household work, they said that they don’t. It is worth noting that lack
of awareness regarding education and other push factors are leading to great number of drop outs from
the elementary education.

Out of School boys who had never been enrolled
The fourth category in the stories of drop out children is of the boys who have never been enrolled.
Table 5.1: Boys never enrolled (in percentage)
Out of school children Boys- Never Enrolled
Reason for not going to school

M Financial (works as child labour)
Financial (works as child labour) Helps in home M Helps in home

83.33 16.67

Table 5.1 and chart 5.1 shows the reasons for boys never enrolled in school. 25% of the total boys never
been entrolled. It can be seen that 83.33% of the total boys who have never been enrolled to the school
are working as child labour and it bring the reason behind them not being able to go to school. 16.67%
of the boys who have never been enrolled are looking at the household works.

Table 6.1: Children either never enrolled or dropped out

Number Percentage

Girls

Never Enrolled 31 81.58
Drop Out 7 18.42
Total 38

Boys

Never Enrolled 7 25.00
Drop Out 21 75.00
total 28

Total cases of Drop out 66

The table above shows the total number of the drop out cases. It can be seen that of the total number
of girl respondents, 81.58% of the girls are never enrolled and rest 18.42% dropped out. Contrary to
that, one can see that 75% of the total numbers of boy respondent are dropped out and 25% are never
enrolled. Even the reasons of boy never enrolled or dropping out are different from that of reasons for
girls never enrolled or drop out.
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Success Stories:
Children who have been brought back to school

One of the objectives behind conducting this study was also to bring out good practices of mainstreaming out of
school children to Education. The mapping of all those efforts that have brought children back to school so that it
can serve as model for others to follow and also would bring out factors that help in bringing children to school.

The report covers 79 such cases where children have been brought back to school with an effort of some
organization/individual against all the odds.

The success stories too have been divided into four categories. First category is that of boys who were never
enrolled and been brought back to school, second is that of boys who have dropped out and have been brought
back to school, thirdly of the girls who were never enrolled and have been brought to school and fourthly of the
girls who dropped out and have been mainstreamed to Education.

The table below shows the number of children in all the categories:

Number Percentage

Girls

Never Enrolled 15 33.33
Drop Out 30 66.67
Total 45

Boys

Never Enrolled 11 32.35
Drop Out 23 67.65
total 34

Total success stories 79

Success Stories of Boys Who Dropped Out
Table 7.1: Reasons behind boys drop out (in percentage)

Table 7.1 shows the reasons why boys had dropped out. The largest proportion of the total number of respondents
said that they had to drop out because of financial problems. These boys have been brought back to school.
Another reason that leads to drop out of children was migration. This can be dealt with generating awareness
about the provision of getting admission anywhere in any school in any part of the country. Another reason why
children had dropped out was lack of encouragement amongst children (13.04%). Other two important factors that
were identified are discrimination that child has to face in schools and also lack of interest of teachers in teaching
which discourages children from going to school.
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Graph 7.2 : Which standard did the boys drop out?

2 Graph 7.2 shows that most of the drop out has been after passing
an | Sth standard. Almost 87% of the boys dropped out in before
i getting admission in sixth standard of which 44% of the children
» ::t:: dropped out in standard 5Sth itself.

!: wsmi| It 1S also seen that 70% of the children who dropped out got
1 I i | -3 involved into child labour, 12% are not involved in anything
z. : 3 ; constructive and 18% of the stories doesn’t talk about child’s

- ? i ? i engagement.

Table 7.3: Reasons that brought boys back to school (in percentage)

Back to school (reason)
Generating awareness Public Hearing Encourage Child Teachers Efforts

47.83 4.35 30.43 17.39

Table 7.3 shows that generating awareness amongst parents/guardians has been the most important step towards
bringing back children to school. The parents of the children who were brought back to school said that they
were unaware about the educational rights that children have regarding free and compulsory education. Many
organizations took initiative of encouraging children to get back to education and this brought many children back to
school. Almost 30.43% of the boys who have been brought back to school were through encouragement. Few public
hearings that was conducted by National Coalition for Education (NCE) (in few of the district NCE had conducted
public hearing on RTE) also generated awareness amongst many parents the students and brought them back to
school. Another important factor that helped in getting boys back to school was efforts taken by teachers. 17.39%
children were brought back by teachers’ efforts. In one of the stories, the teacher went to the child’s house when
he saw him working as a child labour. He talked to the child and encouraged him to come back to school. He also
convinced the parents to send their child to school. The boy is in school, studying hard and enjoying his education.

Success stories of boys who were never enrolled
Graph 8.1: Reasons behind boys not going to school

The study covers success stories of such boys who were never

BE.ch enrolled but were brought to education by some efforts. On
;:z looking at the reason behind the boys not going to school it
5000 was found the financial problem was reason for more than 70%
:;: ms=i=tl  of the children. Another reason was the unawareness amongst
2t . parents. Teachers’ non cooperation was also a reason behind
L::_ - children never been enrolled to school. Few respondents said

I ol Nty that teachers did not admit them as they could not produce

relevant certificates (which aren’t required as per the RTE Act).

With limitation of data in this particular category, the successful efforts could not be detailed upon. However, the
data that is available shows that most of the boys were brought back to school by generating awareness amongst
parents regarding RTE and educational rights of children. Here too, motivating children helped in getting them to
schools. In many cases, teachers’ encouragement played important role.
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Success of Stories of the Girls who had dropped out
Table 9.1: Reasons for dropping out of girls

Reasons for drop out

Unawareness  Migration Financial House hold ~ Child labour Health Teacher non Tradition
amongst work cooperation
parents
6.67 10 26.67 36.67 3.33 6.67 6.67 3.33

Table 9.2: Efforts that brought back girls to school

Efforts that brought back children to school

CSO Extra support Awareness Teacher /school = Encouragement by Other Child
(Bridge course) parents educated girls Encouraged
3.33 13.33 36.67 20 3.33 20

Above given are two tables, table 9.1 shows the reason for girls dropping out of the school and table 9.2 shows
the efforts taken to bring those girls back to school.

Table 9.1 shows that maximum number of girls dropped out as they had to look after the household work. 36.67%
of the girls said that they dropped out as they had to take up the responsibility of looking after the house hold work.
Another problem that leads to huge number of girls dropping out was lack of financial resources. It is seen that
26.67% of the girls dropped out as there was a lack in financial resources. Other reasons that came out through the
stories collected were unawareness amongst parents, health issues of girls, migration, non cooperation of teachers
and also traditional barriers.

Partner organizations of NCE worked on mainstreaming these girls back to education and one of the strongest
step taken was generating awareness amongst parents regarding the importance of girl child education and also
regarding the educational rights of children. 36.67% of the total girls who were brought back to school were
through generating awareness amongst parents. Another factor that brought the girls back to school was through
teacher’s support. In many cases teachers took up the task of bring children back to school. 20% of the girls who
got enrolled were brought back by the efforts of teachers. Another 20% of the girls were encouraged and this
encouragement and motivation towards education helped them in enrolling back into school. Bridge courses run
in few areas, either by an NGO or by government in the school helped bringing 13.33% of the girls back to school.

Table10.1: Reasons for not enrolling

Reason for not going to school

Migration 6.67
Household works 26.67
Lack of Awareness 20.00
Teacher non cooperation 6.67
Financial Problems 33.33
School/teachers (Unavailable) 6.67

Table 10.1 shows the reasons behind the girls never enrolled in schools. Here too, involvement in household
works (26.67%), lack of financial resources (33.33%) and lack of awareness (20%) have been seen as the strongest
factors which keep girls from getting enrolled in the schools.
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Table 10.2: Reasons that mainstreamed children back to school

Efforts (reasons for coming back to school)

Increasing Parents awareness (CSOs efforts) 33.33
Awareness through Public hearing 33.33
Teachers efforts 26.67
Child encouragement 6.67

Table 10.2 shows the efforts that played vital role in bringing out of school children to school. Here, it would
be important to mention that many stories were collected from the areas where NCE has been advocating for
right to free and compulsory education for the children belonging o the age group of 10-14 through conducting
public hearing. It is for this reason that many girls who have been enrolled in school were through awareness that
was generated by the public hearings which were held in these areas. It can be seen that 33.33% of the girls got
enrolled after the public hearing. Awareness amongst parents regarding the importance of education plays another
important role in getting girls into schools. It was seen through the study that teacher efforts in bringing girls to
school is also very strong and it is a matter of appreciation. Though child encouragement shows only 6.67% in
the stories covered under this category but it has been seen earlier that it too is a very important factor in bringing
girls towards education.

CONCLUSION

RTE act, 2009 is a landmark in the history of Indian Education and its intention to provide free and compulsory
education to every child of India, irrespective of the gender, class, caste, ethnicity and religion. However, the
status of its implementation has been a disappointment for those who hoped that its translation to reality would
bring this country a whole new generation, generation which has been able to avail education as their fundamental
right.

The report reflects the ground reality of the implementation of the Act and simultaneously suggests that if
implemented, it has the capacity to change the education picture of the country.

The core issues that are reflected from the report are:
1. Gender discrimination at different levels.
2. Financial instability of families leading to children not being educated.
3. Lack of awareness amongst parents.
4. Unprogressive social norms.

Report also brings out the fact that most of children (both boys and girl) belong to the family where parents work
as daily wage laborers. The report shows that 92 of 145 parents work as daily wage laborers. These parents either
say that they cannot afford to support their child’s education financially or are unaware about the importance
of it which can be marked as a failure in the implementation of RTE Act as it principally talks about both the
factors; first being free ant compulsory education as a right of every child and also awareness generation as a
responsibility of state. If the implementation is put in place, task of enrolling out of school children would be
efficiently and effectively accomplished.
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Though one of the limitations of this report is that it has not been able to analyze issue of discrimination on the

basis of casts, ethnicity and religion due to the gaps in data collected, despite this data reveals that 10% of the boys
dropped out of school due to caste discrimination they have to face in schools.

The report also bring out the fact that 80% of the girls were never enrolled whereas 75% of the boys were enrolled
but dropped out, major reason for this drop out being lack of financial resources. Data reveals that 61.9% of
the boys dropping out get engaged as a child labour. Even in that category of out of boys who have never been
enrolled, it can be seen that 83.33% of them work as child labour.

Second part of the report brings out the factors facilitating the mainstreaming of children to education. It was seen
that 87% of the boys who were later mainstreamed to education had dropped out in or after 5th standard of which
70% got engaged as child labour. Most important factors that helped in bringing back these children to school were:

1. Encouragement of children regarding the importance of education and also about Free and compulsory

education being right of every child.

2. Teacher’s efforts and willingness.

3. Awareness regarding importance of girl child education
Summing up, there are various factors that lead to dropping out of girls and boys from school and these reasons
though have RTE Act as a powerful instrument to deal with, failure in its implementation is costing our country
its education standard. It is important for government to strategies the proper implementation of the RTE Act if
the intention is prosperity of children of the country through education.
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Success Stories Wali Hasan

S Poverty became an impediment for Wali Hassan’s education. With not many options left for him,
he started to work as a rickshaw puller in order to support his family.

One instance brought a ray of hope in his life. One day , Mr. Ramayan Prasad, a school teacher saw
‘Wali pulling rickshaw and was moved by this. He stopped Wali and asked him to drop his luggage
to his place. After reaching home, Mr. Ramayan asked Wali about his family and his education. On
being told that Wali had quit education, he asked the reason for him not going to school. He replied
that his family cannot afford to send him to school. He also told the teacher that he really want to
study but cannot convince his father. He requested Wali to take him to his home. Mr. Ramayan
Prasad had a long discussion with his father and made him aware about the fact that under the new
Act, education is free and compulsory. He also made him aware about the importance of education.
Wali’s father, Mr. Ali Hasan finally agreed to send his child to school. Presently, Wali has quit
rickshaw pulling and have joined school. He is a very regular and motivated student and participates in curricular
as well as extracurricular activities.

Our society need teachers like Mr. Ramayan Prasad who not only realizes right of every child to education but
also puts in efforts to encourage children to educate themselves.

Hero
Nine years old Hero, is a resident of Mishrapur, Lucknow. He belongs from Natt community
and had quit education after first standard. His father is engaged in piggery and goatry which
is the source of his family’s income. Hero couldn’t afford to go to school and therefore
dropped out. Not just financial problem but also caste discrimination led to his exclusion from
education. Children in school used caste based derogatory words against him.

NCE, with the help of its partner, Vigyan Foundation, undertakes work of generating awareness
amongst community regarding the importance of education. Hero’s father was approached by
organisation and was told about the provisions of Right to Free and Compulsory Act in detail.
He was made aware about importance of education and also about all the entitlements that
Hero was entitled to receive. Field workers also went to school and had a talk with teachers.
They talked to teachers and told them that caste discrimination was a non acceptable act and
that any child should not ever be discriminated on the basis of caste, class, gender, religion and ethnicity.
Teacher was also made aware about the sections of RTE Act which talks about non discrimination.

As a result, Hero got readmitted in school and is enjoying his education.

Kamlakar

Twelve year old Kamlakar stays with his mother, father and younger siblings in Pimpri
village of Allahabad. This village is 25km from the block office. In this remote village
live people from KOL community. Both mother and father of Kamlakar is daily wage
labourer. Though his family has a Below Poverty Line card but they hardly receive
food grains. This makes it very difficult for family to survive. This made Kamlakar
quit education and work as a child labour. National Coaliiton for Education (NCE) with
its partner organisation Bal Kalyan avam Shodh Sansthan, Naini, organised a public
hearing in this region. This hearing was conducted in the presence of government
e § officials who are responsible for education and was attended by teachers, parents,
community members, and social activists. A presentation on Right to Education
Act and its provisions was made. Kamlakar’s mother and father, after getting aware about the
provisions of RTE Act decided to admit their sons and daughters to school. Teachers and local
volunteers also helped in taking care of the process of admission of Kamlakar.
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Asha Kumari

Asha kumari dropped out of school after her mother died and got engaged in the
=t household work. She belongs from Mallipur village of Rohtas district. This 12 year
| old child had a lot of dreams about her future and also had a lot of interest towards
getting educated but her father was a daily wage worker and she also had three
. younger siblings who she had to take care of. So many responsibilities at the age of
12 became an impediment in her education.

I

Jan Aadhikar Kendra, an organisation working towards child rights, helped in getting

A 4 this girl back to education. While doing a field survey on out of school children,
k activists from the organisation came to know about her. The activists decided to
generate awareness regarding RTE Act. This helped in Asha and her brothers know
about free and compulsory education as their right. This encouraged them to get back to educating
themselves. Activists working in the area also talked to father of Asha and convinced him to send
Asha to school. Now Asha is completing her education and has started to dream again.

Kajal

The only fault of 10 year old Kajal is that she is born to parents who, for earning their
living, work in stone quarries. A resident of Bodarwar, Kushinagar, Uttar Pradesh
is the eldest daughter of her parents Mr. Suresh and Mrs. Gujarati Devi and have
never attended school. Her parents do not have a proper house to stay; they have a
temporary house which just has a thatched roof with four walls and no door. Though
there are entitlements like Indira Aawas joyana but the family has not been able to
get a house under this scheme. Under such circumstances, Bhartiya Mazdoor Avan
Mabhila Baal Kalyan Seva Sansthan’s activist, Mr. Shambhu Yadav, while doing a
survey came across Kajal and after enquiring he got to know that her family was
nomadic. Due to this they don’t even have a BPL card. Organisation has decided to
meet parents of Kajal and make them aware about Kajal’s right to Education. At the
same time, Mr. Shambhu also facilitated family in getting other schemes which it was entitled to
so that problem of migration could be dealt with and Kajal could be admitted in school. Kajal has
still not been admitted in any school but organisation is putting in all its efforts to admit Kajal in
school by helping her family and making it aware about Right to Education.
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ABOUT NATTONAL COALTTION FOR EDUCATTION (NCE)

Vision

All children up to 18 years of age are in schools and are getting quality education driven by human values to become empowered and
productive citizen.

NCE strives to advocate the right to education, a justiciable right for every child on the basis of equal opportunity, gender equity, in a child
friendly environment.

The creation of national coalition for education in India was highly influenced by the global political atmosphere on right to education.
Beginning in 1990 with the Jomtien Conference and the adoption of the World Declaration on Education for All there has been a continued
push to get every child into school. However, there was very little progress being made and ten years later, in 2000, the World Education
Forum was held in Dakar, Senegal, and an agreement was made on the objective of having EFA by 2015. Six targets were set up stating that
quality education should be available for free for everyone. One of the biggest players present at the forum was the Global Campaign for
Education (GCE) that was created from the efforts of INGO's Action Aid, Oxfam GB, and Education International that wanted to set up a
global coordinated funding initiative. The GCE promised to mobilize and create public pressure on governments to follow up on their
promises to provide free high quality education for all people, especially for children and women (GCE 2009).

The NCE was formed as a product of the prolonged struggle of like-minded organizations, groups and individuals on the issues of
education in India. The idea of establishing a national coalition in India initially began in 1996 when several of the current members began
working together of the issue of EFA.

Composition

Since its official inception in 2002, the NCE has brought together a varied group of member organizations, uniting teachers unions, non-
governmental organizations, and other social movements. At this time, the NCE has seven member organizations:

» AllIndia Primary Teachers Federation (AIPTF), a union of more than 3 million primary teachers,

* Allndia Federation of Teachers Organization (AIFTO), a union of 1.2 million teachers,

» AllIndiaSecondary Teachers Federation (AISTF), a union of 0.85 million teachers,

* AllIndia Association for Christian Higher Education (AIACHE), an association of 300 college principals,

*  World Vision India, a foundation working for child rights, education and development,

» Parliamentary Forum for ensuring right to Education, a group of existing and newly elected Parliamentarians.

» People's Campaign for Common School System (PCCSS) an organisation working for common school system.

» Besides these partners NCE has around |50 NGOs, individuals, networks and fellow travellers from community as well as at national
level.

The NCE initiative extends to many regions of India, covering northern, central, north-eastern, eastern and southern regions . While the
NCE is the official representative of the GCE in India and is part of other regional organizations such as Asian South Pacific Bureau of Adult
Education (ASPBAE), the majority of its activities are focused internally. Its international presence plays a secondary role for its members
and for the most part is only a representative one intended to bring recognition and acknowledgement of India's challenges and values to
the global education community.

NATIONAL COALITION FOR EDUCATION

/\; Shikshak Bhawan, 4| Institutional Area, D-Block, Janakpuri, New Delhi- | 10058
ol Ph.: +91 |1 28526851 Fax: +91 |1 28525271
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